National Geographic Readers: Bees

Laura Marsh

What's that buzzing around? It's a busy bee! Find out what
makes bees so busy.
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Children are naturally curious about the world around them, and
curiosity is a powerful motivation for reading. Studies show that
informational reading is critical to success in school. National
Geographic Kids Readers allow you to feed your children’s interests
and create readers who not only can read, bur also want to read!

To sustain children’s excitement about reading, we have created a
special program called NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC KIDS SUPER READERS.
As kids read each National Geographic Kids Reader, they cross

off its picture on a free National Geographic Kids Super Readers
poster that parents can download from kids.nanonalgeographic.com/
superreaders.

Throughout the process, kids and parents go to the website and
download specially designated prizes that reward their effort. Kids
can have even more reading fun online, with lively book-related
activities, quizzes and games, fascinating excerpts, and sneak
previews of upcoming books.

The National Geographic Kids Super Readers program appeals to
kids’ love of accomplishment while providing them with incentves
to keep reading. When the reading experience is fun, children learn
more and achieve more. What could be better than that?

Mariam Jean Dreher

Professor of Reading Educanon
University of Maryland, College Park
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Bees help both people and
plants. Honeybees make honey
and beeswax. People use these

things in lots of ways.
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All kinds of bees help plants make

seeds. Seeds can grow into new plants.
Some of those plants give us fruits
and vegetables. We can thank bees

for strawberries, apples, almonds,

tomatoes, and man

- e g
W w
Pt =L
¥ - :_'l"-.‘ & e LT
= L g R LY
- . ¥ w
T g AT L
=, e g W " o o B
e g W = agt Sl v b
= - 2 TR
‘- - I. t- § 3
- L 3 L
i T - L
- 1 ." -, = L - -
ing
¥ "

other foods.

!



,._—r-—r""‘_d) - ——

el t—
When a bee lands on a flower,
the tlower’s pollen rubs oft on the
bee. Pollen sticks to tiny hairs on

the bee’s body. #:;
( |

POLLEN: A sticky, yellow
| powder made by flowers
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When the bee travels to another
tlower, pollen from the bee brushes
oft onto the new flower. This 1s
called pollination (pol-uh-NAY-
shun). Now the new flower can

start to make seeds.
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A bee’s leg has special hairs that
form a basket. The bee brushes

pollen into the basket. Then it tlies
back to the nest. This pollen 1s used

as food for baby bees.

Bees collect nectar from flowers too.
They drink nectar with their tongues.
Some bees make honey out of nectar.

These bees are called honeybees.

NECTAR: A sweet, sugary
juice that flowers make




__ Bees can see colors.
/ They are most likely to

| o land on flowers that are

blue, purple, or yellow.

Farmers often hire
beekeepers to bring
bees to their fields.
The bees pollinate
the farmers’ crops.

The garden bumblebee
has a tongue that is
as long as its body.

Humans collected

honey from bees Honeybees do a dance called o -

as early as 6000 B.c. “the waggle.” Scientists think that m
the dance shows other bees in ”

the hive where the best nectar is. /l / f

Bees have four About one-third of
w!ngs—twn large the food on our planet
wings and two grows because of bees’
small wings. pollination.
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[t’s easy to mistake other insects

for bees. They often look alike.

Has hair all over
its body that helps
catch pollen

Eats nectar Has pollen
and pollen < baskets, if the

from flowers ] bee is female
N

What do you call

j22-BUUEM
awasp? I v

But there are ways to tell them apart.
Take a closer look at a bee and a
yellow jacket wasp, which 1s not a

bee. Do you see what’s different?

Does not have
much hair

Eats mostly
meat, such as
other insects

_
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- - Does not
p W A o have pollen
T baskets
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About 20,000 kinds of bees live
on Earth. All bees are either

solitary (SOL-uh-ter-ee) bees or
social (SOH-shul) bees.

A solitary bee makes a nest for

its young. The nest 1s inside a hole
in the ground, in wood, in walls,
or in plant stems. Solitary bees
collect pollen. But they do not

make honey or beeswax.

&l.ﬂ“\
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SOLITARY BEES: L

Bees that live alone

SOCIAL BEES: Bees that live
in a group




Social bees live with many
other bees. A group of
social bees 1s called a colony

(KOL-uh-nee). A colony

of bees lives 1n a hive.

Honeybees are one kind of
social bee. As many as 50,000
honeybees may live in one
hive. Bees care for their
young there. They make and

store honey 1n the hive too.

HIVE: An open space
within a tree, structure,

or box where social bees
live together

What goes zzub-zzub?
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HONEYCOMB: A



Other cells in the hive hold bee
eggs. There 1s one egg in each
cell. The eggs hatch. The young
bees grow and change. After

21 to 24 days, the young bees

become adults.




Every honeybee 1n the

colony has a special job.
These jobs keep the colony
healthy and strong.

There 1s only one queen
bee. She 1s bigger than the
other bees. She lays all

of the eggs—up to 1,500
per day!




There are two other kinds

of bees in the colony.

Drone bees are male bees. Their job is

to help the queen make eggs.
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Worker bees have many |
females feed the queen and care orf:“
the young. They build the hive and
make honey. On long flying trips,

they collect pollen and nectar.



Why did the bee jAauoy sy

" . Y R — get married? punoj ay asnelxag

Some humans build honeybee
hives out of wooden boxes.
Beekeepers take care of the hives

and collect the honey.

Beekeepers also check the bee
colonies to make sure they are
healthy. Beekeepers know how

important bees are to our world.

Here are some tips for staying safe around bees:

» Move slowly. Don’t wave your arms or jJump around. If a
bee thinks it's being attacked, it may sting.

» |f a bee comes near you, stand still or walk slowly away.
» Do not swat at a bee. Let it fly away on its own.

* Do not disturb any bee nest or honeybee hive. The bees
will defend their home and may sting an attacker.

» |f you are stung by a bee, put ice on the sting.
» [f you leave bees alone, they will probably leave you alone.
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How much do you know about bees? After reading this book,

probably a lot. Take this quiz and find out.
Answers are at the bottom of page 31.

What do honeybees do in a hive?
A. live with other honeybees

B. raise their young

C. make and store honey

D. all of the above

What is pollen?

A. a kind of bee

B. a powder made by flowers
C. a kind of plant

D. a place where bees live

Social bees live

A. with other bees
B. alone

C. with ants

D. with wasps
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o< Bees are helpful because they

f;- -
T T - A. make honey
', - B. help plants make seeds
L . # C. make beeswax

‘\4 = i D. all of the above

There is only one of these ina
bee colony.

A. adrone
B. a worker
C. aqueen
D. acell
f O What's the name of the
. N honeybee’s dance?
A. the waggle
e ‘ B. the hustle
o C. the wiggle
4 D. the chicken

What does a bee do with its
long tongue?

A. brushes pollen into baskets
B. drinks nectar
C. attracts the queen

D. sticks it out at other bees
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HIVE: An open space within a HONEYCOMB: A sheet
tree, structure, or box where of six-sided cells made

social bees live together of beeswax

NECTAR: A sweet, sugary juice POLLEN: A sticky, yellow powder
that flowers make made by flowers

SOCIAL BEES: Bees that SOLITARY BEES: Bees that
live in a group live alone
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